Art Links Integrated Curriculum Unit

Curriculum Title:

Haunted House! (tentative)

ArtsOrganization:

Ensemble Theatre of Cincinnati

School:

Schwab Elementary School
Grade: 5™ grade
Academic and LanguageArts

Clasroom Goals.
Include CPS
standards, KY
benchmarks

Describe and analyze the elements of character development.
Analyze the importance of setting.

Identify the elements of plot

Generate writing topics and establish a purpose appropriate
for the audience.

Determine audience and purpose for self-selected and
assigned writing tasks.

Clarify ideas for writing assignments by using graphics or
other organizers.

Use narrative strategies (e.g., dialogue and action) to develop
characters, plot and setting and to maintain a consistent
point of view.

Vary language choice and use effective presentation
techniques including voice modulation and enunciation.

Give presentations using a variety of delivery methods, visual
materials and technology.

Arts Content Goals:

= Discuss production styles

* Create various characters using appropriate voice, posture,
movement and language.

*= Demonstrate accuracy in use of voice, movement, space
and / or physical objects to express thought, feeling and
character.

» Design various technical components (e.g. scenery, sound,
lighting, costume design, properties, makeup) for a particular
story /scene.

»  Document design ideas (e.g., illustrations, models, cue sheets
publicity) in order to communicate them clearly to others.

»  Write a scripted scene that uses a plot pyramid, develops
characters and employs vivid language to create a setting.

» Demonstrate accurate use of dramatic/ theatrical
vocabulary, elements and principles.

Discuss the role of drama/theatre in their lives.
Use dramatic/ theatrical skills to communicate concepts or
ideas from other academic content areas.

=  Collaborate in a dramatic/ theatrical activity to achieve a
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common goal.
=  Describe an individual's role in a collaborative effort.

Overview:

We will use Theatre to help the students use their writing skills. The
students will write, rehearse, and perform their own play.

BIG IDEA asan
Inquiry Question

How can we use good writing technique to create a play?

Brief Step by Step
Art Integrated
Activitiesincluding
date/goals:.

Jan. 8" Meet with class, explain program, and brainstorm
concepts for storyline. Decide on one concept that has depth and
possibility, as well as excites the students. Discuss storywriting basics,
including arc, setting, and characters as well as possible styles.

Jan. 15" Outline Story. Discuss characters, setting, and
conflict. Chart plot, to help students determine beginning, middle, and
end.

Jan. 22 Read-thru of script. Students, teachers, and TA
will discuss needed adjustments. TA will also prepare students for
auditions.

Jan. 29" Work in small groups with TA and Teachers. TA
will hold auditions for those who wish to try out for speaking roles.
Students will also brainstorm musical choices and show design.

Feb. 5" Read-thru of script. TA will discuss ‘Ensemble’
and what that means, as well as the importance of the group as a whole
in a show. NO ONE is more important or ‘cooler’ than anyone else.
Discuss Costumes.

Feb. 12" Work on Blocking for show. Rehearse.

Extended Activity

Students will learn how to write dialogue and stage directions.
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Designed by
Teaching Artist B
Taught by
Classroom Teacher

Field Research from
Sour ces Outside the
School:

Based upon final concept of show.

Assessment used for
this Unit:

Final Performance will show understanding of language arts skills used
in process, and theatre development and rehearsal process.

Reflectionsfrom
Teaching Artigt,
Teachers, Students
and Parents:

This is a VERY tentative first draft of Curriculum. The project will
develop as the unit begins, and students and teachers will have a much
greater role in designing program!

Authors (Teaching
Artist and Teacher)

Amy King for Ensemble Theatre of Cincinnati
Teachers at Schwab Elementary School

Date:

1-08-08
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